
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

How quickly the past month has gone, and despite the 

weather, there have been so many activities with lots 

of participation and fun had by us all. 

 

Many of you may not know that Sheila’s son died 

unexpectedly in England and then two days before she 

was to fly out had a serious car accident.  Her 

daughter, Catherine, tells me she was able to make the 

journey and, other than many bruises,  a black eye and 

a burn under her chin from the airbag, she is coping 

well.  

 

Several of our members are also experiencing ill health 

and we wish them well for a speedy recovery. 

 

On the last page of the  newsletter is an advertisement 

for Probus South Pacific who are holding their annual 

Probus Rendezvous in The Barossa from 9
th
 to 14th 

October.  Some of you may be interested in attending, 

you certainly would be in the right area for their 

beautiful red wine! 

 

Have a good month. 

 

Dorothy 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for the July Meeting is 

Michael McCaul from N.S.W. Fire Brigade. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

  

  INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 
 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Margaret Dixon, Vince Fisher, Jack Sheppard, Terry 

Ware, Carol Warner 

 

 

 

The Narellan Probus 
Newsletter of the Combined Probus Club of Narellan Inc. 

Meeting: Ironbark Room, Narellan Library 10am 1st Friday of month 
Postal Address: P O Box 643 Narellan 2567 

www.narellancombinedprobus.org.au Email: Webmaster@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

Volume 5  Number 1                                     July 2011 

 

              

              

          

mailto:secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au
mailto:fogartyb@bigpond.com
http://www.narellancombinedprobus.org.au/


WELFARE 
Lorraine Ball:  I spoke to Brian and he tells me 

Lorraine is still not well but they are both looking 

forward to returning to Probus before long.. 

Janice McCurrie is having a stint in Campbelltown 

Private Hospital and I will pop in to see her this 

coming week and give her our good wishes.. 

Malcolm McKenzie has also spent some time in 

Liverpool Hospital and is now on the mend. 

Nerida Thompson is in Westmead Private Hospital 

after a serious operation, she is doing well and is 

looking forward to being back with us soon. 

 

 

A PROFILE -  Brian Fogarty 

 
 

I was born in Kingsford to 

Thomas and Olive Fogarty in 

1936.  I have an older sister, 

Moya, who was a chronic 

asthmatic and doctors 

recommended relocation to a 

dry climate.  Dad, who was in 

the Police Force, applied for a 

transfer to 

Dubbo/Parkes/Forbes but was 

transferred to Bourke in 1947. 

 

Life in Bourke was different.  

My father was Lock-up-Keeper which meant we lived 

in the residence attached to the Police Station.  My 

mother provided meals for the prisoners, but never 

cooked separate meals – they ate what we ate.  I 

remember laying in bed listening to inmates suffering 

from the DTs and calling for water at all hours as the 

raging thirst of an alcoholic took hold;  sitting in our 

backyard talking to prisoners as they chopped wood 

for the kitchen stove;  bathwater the colour of mud 

(before we stepped into it); clambering down the steep 

bank of the Darling River for swimming lessons; 

crawling under Sorley’s Boxing Tent at the local show 

to cheer on boxers who had spent time in our backyard 

cutting wood; and Moya never having at attack of 

asthma from the day we arrived in Bourke.  I started 

work within the Postmaster General’s Department as a 

telegram boy. 

 

In 1953 Dad was transferred to South Broken Hill, also 

to live in a police residence, but this time with no lock 

up.  I transferred to Broken Hill and worked there as a 

telegraphist; I joined the Golf Club and played on 

parched fairways and sand “greens” that were scraped 

smooth prior to putting.   

 

 In 1963 I joined an Australian expedition to 

Antarctica as a Radio Officer.  We left Melbourne in 

the December on the “Nella Dan” and spent 14 months 

at Wilkes Base.  This was a wonderful experience 

working both as a Radio Officer and with the dogs.     

We returned to Melbourne on the “Thala Dan” in the 

heat of February 1965 and could not wait to shave off 

my beard. 

 

Times had changed whilst I was away, morse code was 

being phased out and I transferred to the postal side of 

the PMG Department. 

 

I met Dorothy playing golf and we married in 1969, 

we have two sons, Matthew and Peter.   In 1979 I left 

the post office and bought a concrete truck which I 

worked until 2000 when the arrival of the Olympic 

Games seemed like a good time to retire.  We are 

enjoying our retirement, in no small part due to being 

members of our Probus Club, where we have made 

many friends and enjoy our participation in the various 

activities. 

 

 

DAVID PARSONS O.A.M. CONCERT 
By Bob Bee 

 

 
 

On Friday, 17
th
 June, 22 of us enjoyed a concert given 

by David Parsons in his theatre-home at Pennant Hills.  

Those of you who didn’t come – you have our 

sympathy as you have no idea what you missed.  On 

the bus home the unanimous sentiment was 

“marvellous”, “wonderful”, “I could do that again” and 

“what a wonderful day”. 

 

We started the trip with a leisurely drive to the Hills 

area, stopping for morning tea at the Cumberland State 

Forest Visitors’ Centre.  There we enjoyed a cuppa 

amongst the beautiful trees, some taking a short guided 

nature walk, others inspecting the exhibits in the 

Visitors’ Centre.  The day had turned out beautiful 

with lots of balmy sunshine to warm us in this island 

forest. 

 

Then we drove on to Pennant Hills where we were 

welcomed by David at his beautiful house, nestled 

against a remnant of the Cumberland Forest, purpose 

built with a 70 seat theatrette.  On the stage on the left 

he has his Classical-Church Organ, in the centre a 

magnificent 3 Manual Allen Theatre Organ (one of 

only two in Australia) and on the right a grand piano. 

 

After welcoming us, David went straight into the 

concert, thrilling us for an hour with beautiful music 



from a wide range of styles.  He swapped from 

instrument to instrument to suit the piece of music 

being played.  If you were fearful of hearing only 

classical music, you would have been surprised and 

delighted.  The two organs were completely different 

in sound, the Classical-Church one having that 

majestic grandeur required by hymns and anthems, the 

Allen with its 120 odd instrument stops and thee on-

board computers, providing any orchestral 

arrangement David wished to conjure.  And he did. 

 

In that first hour David delighted us with “Entry of the 

Gladiators”, two waltzes from Swan Lake, “Swanee” 

(a la Al Jolson), the theme from “All Creatures Great 

and Small”, “Slaughter on 10
th
 Avenue”, “Black and 

White Rag” (on the piano), “I’ll Walk with God” and 

“The Drinking Song” from the student Prince, “Lara’s 

Theme” and “Now” from Dr. Zhivago, a Waltz and 

“The Soldiers Chorus” from Faust and others. 

Enjoyment of his playing was enhanced by a mirror 

suspended above each organ, allowing the audience to 

watch his hands at work on the three levels of 

keyboards.  Also, just watching his feet dancing over 

the bass pedals as he played with both hands was an 

absolute delight. 

 

David also played two pieces as duets, having an organ 

play a pre-recorded piece while he accompanied 

himself on the piano.  Clever man! 

We enjoyed a lunch break of sandwiches and a range 

of slices supplied by Beverley, David’s wife.  Then we 

went back for Act II.  David had left a pad and pen for 

us to write a request for him to play.  What a range of 

choices greeted him.  Reading through the list, he said 

“Yes, I think I can do them all”.  And he did. 

 

I won’t list the 24 odd numbers (some people doubled 

up) he played over the next hour, each with flair and 

imagination, but some were: “Amazing Grace”, “When 

You Walk Through a Storm” (Carousel), “In the 

Mood” (Glenn Miller), “Wandering Star” (he even 

made the organ sound like Lee Marvin),  “Unchained 

Melody”, a medley from G & S’s “Pirates of 

Penzance”, “Guide me oh thou great Jehovah” (a 

thunderingly beautiful Welsh hymn) and many more, 

ending with a haunting rendition of “Danny Boy”. 

 

Did we get our money’s worth?  Yes, and more.  As 

we drove home, we all discussed the experience and 

the most common comment was: They don’t know 

what they missed. 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

 At our last meeting we discussed our latest individual 

recommended “reads” which inspired us all to put a 

few more books on the “must-do” list.  Next month we 

are all going to read and discuss “Mrs. Dalloway” by 

Virginia Woolf.  There is still room for one or two 

more members who would be most welcome when we 

meet on Monday, July 18
th
 at 7.30pm.  

 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

 

 

 

 

 

     Painting by 

    Ken Starkey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

The next Cards Night will be at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Friday, 29
th
 July commencing at 7pm.  

Contact Ken and Brenda on 46255253. 
 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our last session was a very busy one as we managed to 

make 6 cards which involved a little stamping, 

patterned papers and some pearly bling.  There was 

considerable hilarity as some struggled to achieve the 

desired result and weren’t sure which way was up!  We 

will follow the concept of “Christmas in July” next 

time and begin our Christmas card supply.  At this 

point the other cards are still under creation, but I 

know everyone will have fun with them. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

We had such enjoyable days at our craft meetings on 

7
th
 and 21

st
 June.  We are still doing crocheting, 

quilting by hand, knitting chickens, knitting coat 

hanger covers and best of all having a chat. 

 

I did go to the Craft and Quilt Fair at Darling Harbour 

and I found some new ideas such as:-  How to knit 

with your hands (no knitting needles) quite interesting 

and found how to make Yo Yos out of fabric (use them 

to decorate clothes, carry bags etc) 

Our next meetings are Tuesday, 4
th
 July and Tuesday, 

19
th
 July at 2pm    

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Thirty-six gardeners and friends went to Glenleigh 

House at 477 Mulgoa Road Penrith on Friday, 24 June.  

It is an 1870s house with upstairs/downstairs, on 100 

acres with beautiful gardens.  It has been a long term 

restoration task with paint on the walls having to be cut 

back with a razor blade to reveal the original 

stencilling.  The furnishings are magnificent.  Some of 

us went to the Peppercorn Café at Mulgoa for lunch 

and to finish off a beautiful day.   



Our next gardening day is at the Botanic Gardens in 

the city   

Keep Potting On 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

 

 
 

We had a great outing to the City Lights.  Some 

enthusiastic members had already been to Garden 

Island and a Harbour Cruise before having early tea at 

City Extra.  The Lights were better than last year and 

the weather was kind to us.  The next day we were  

entertained by our Guest Speaker, Kevin Dennes, who 

has a very interesting career in Photography. 

Our next meeting will be in the Activity Centre at 

10am on Friday, 8
th
 July.  We will be looking at further 

editing techniques, especially the use of Layers.  Your 

homework is to investigate layers in Adobe Photoshop 

Tutorials on the net and on your tutorial disk if you 

have Elements 5. 

Happy Snapping 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person  

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

On Monday, 30
th
 May  

twenty-two very hearty 

souls boarded the heritage 

tug “Waratah” for a tour 

around the harbour.  The 

“Waratah” was built in 1902 

and is the oldest working 

steam tug in Australia and, 

they think, in the world.  

The weather was most 

unkind with the rain pouring 

down and the wind nearly 

blowing us overboard.  Our 

photography guru was so 

wet and cold she cuddled the steam pipe in the engine 

room to dry herself off. 

 

On June 6
th
 we visited Oran Park House which was 

opened for the very first time.  I think we all found it 

very interesting.    

 

 Thursday, 9
th
, 28 of us caught the ferry to Garden 

Island and thoroughly enjoyed our visit starting with 

morning tea and a video.  Most of the area was under 

tight security so we couldn’t take any photos except in 

the chapel.  I think we were amazed to see how large 

the dry dock was containing 3 ships under repair at the 

same time. 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

 

Payment of $55 for members for the Yulefest lunch is 

due at this meeting.. 

 

For our Toowoomba trip I have purchased tickets in 

the covered area for the Parade. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting Ron Dean showed slides and a 

video of a trip through Queensland to Cape York.  

Thank you for a very interesting night Ron  The video 

of driving across rivers with steep muddy banks 

showed many of us an experience we would rather 

NOT have on a holiday 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 20
th
 July at 

7.30pm when Jim Burke will share aspects of his 

travels around Australia.  Jim will be assisted by David 

Llewellyn.   Everyone is welcome to attend in the 

Community Room Macarthur Village, Park Central. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

We have lots of shows coming up and I have 

purchased the tickets and paid for all of them.  I have 

emailed everyone on the lists asking for payment by 

the July meeting. 

 

Motherhood The Musical Saturday, 23
rd

 July 8pm $40 

Campbelltown Catholic Club 

Elvis to the Max Saturday, 6
th
 August 8pm  $45 

Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

Mary Duff Irish Singer Sunday, 7
th
 August 2.30pm 

$60 Campbelltown Catholic Club. 

Hot August Night/Neil Diamond Show Saturday, 13
th
 

August 8pm $50 Campbelltown Catholic Club 

Menopause The Musical Saturday, 24
th
 September 

8pm $40  Campbelltown Catholic Club 

The Wharf Revue Thursday, 6
th
 October 8pm $25 

Casula Power House 

We are going to see “Hairspray” at the Lyric Theatre 

on Wednesday, 29
th
 June. 

The Table of Knowledge, Merrigong Theatre, 

Wollongong, 7
th
 September 11am $46.  Wollongong 

City Council was raided by the Independent 

Commission Against Corruption in December 2006.  

This is a frank, theatrically innovative and moving 

account of the inquiry, its subsequent fallout, with the 

script being taken from the actual words recorded in 

the inquiry transcripts.  It does contain adult themes 

and strong language. 

 



BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

A Letter from Patsy Robinson  
“ My Dear Friends, 

 

It is truly with deep regret and sadness that I have 

decided to resign from Probus.  The last few years 

have taken their toll and I need the opportunity to 

catch up with myself and other concerns in my life that 

have been somewhat neglected. 

 

Therefore, I find myself in a predicament, I have met 

some of the most loveliest people I have ever known 

and don’t want to lose contact with you, but I am 

lacking involvement in Probus and not contributing 

anything.  In other words I am taking up membership 

space that somebody else would benefit from. 

 

I intend to keep in touch and still attend some functions 

etc. as a guest when my circumstances improve.  

Hopefully, at a later date, there might be a vacancy 

and I can rejoin. 

 

Thank you for being my friends.  Love and peace. 

 

Cheers’ Patsy Robinson.” 

 

 

NUTRITION 

According to a recent article I read on nutrition, 

they said eating right doesn’t have to be 

complicated.  Nutritionists say there is a simple 

way to tell if you are eating right.  Colours.  Fill 

your plate with bright colours, greens, reds and 

yellows.  In fact I did that this morning.  I had an 

entire bowl of M&M’s.  It was delicious!  I never 

knew eating right could be so easy. 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years  -   

 

10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

 

Jul 1 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Jul 5 Cards with Marion 

Jul 5 Craft with Mary 

Jul 8 Photography with Ros 

Jul 11 Croquet 2pm – 4pm 

Jul 15 Yulefest in the Highlands 

Jul 19 Craft with Mary 

Jul 20 Travel Tales  7.30pm 

Jul 22 Gardening with Sue 

Jul 23 Motherhood The Musical, C.C.C. 8pm 

Jul 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jul 27 Photography with Ros 

Aug 2 Craft with Mary 

Aug 4 Maroubra to Coogee Beach Walk 

Aug 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Aug 6:  Elvis The Max, C.C.C 8pm 

Aug 7: Mary Duff, Irish Singer, C.C.C 2.30pm 

Aug 9 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 12 Photography with Ros 

Aug 13 Hot August Night Anniversary Concert, C.C.C 

8pm 

Aug 16 Craft with Mary 

Aug 17 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Aug 19 Coach Tour: Australian Motorlife Museum 

Aug 24 Restaurant Outing: Saam Thai Restaurant,  

58 Dumaresq St,Campbelltown 6.30pm 

Aug 26 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Sep 2 Meeting at Narellan Linbrary 10am 

Sep 6 Cards with Marion 

Sep 6 Craft with Mary 

Sep 7 The Table of Knowledge, Merrigong Theatre, \ 

 Wollongong 11am 

Sep 9 Photography with Ros 

Sep 14-20  Tour:  Toowoomba – The Garden City 

Sep 20 Craft with Mary 

Sep 21 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Sep 23 Gardening with Sue 

Se 24 Menopause the Musical, C.C.C. 8pm 

Sep 27 Bowls Camden RSL 2.15pm   

Sep 30 Photography with Ros 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site 

http:/www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  1 July 2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  5 Aug 2011 

      10am-12 noon 



 


